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What benefits could
improved passenger rail
service bring?
The following are a few points from
the project team and other studies.
Can you think of more?
• Decreased travel times with
increased speeds up to 90 mph
• Increased frequency of passenger
rail service
• Improved reliability of passenger
rail service
• Competitive option to air and auto
travel along the eastern seaboard
• Improved air quality and reduced
greenhouse gas emissions from
automobiles
• Economic benefit to the
Commonwealth and this region
• Improved motorist and rail safety
through upgraded highway-railroad
crossings

Potential Improvements
To make improved passenger rail
service possible, including increasing
passenger rail operating speeds to
90 mph, this project will evaluate the
following improvements:
• Construct additional main line track
• Straighten curves in existing tracks
• Improve station areas
• Improve sidings and signals
• Improve grade crossings

Let’s Get Virginia Moving! You’re
invited to come along for the ride.
Thank you for your interest in planning the future of intercity highspeed passenger rail in the Washington, D.C. to Richmond corridor.
The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT)
and the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) are holding Public
Scoping Meetings to launch preliminary engineering and environmental review for Southeast High Speed Rail (SEHSR) along a
123-mile segment, which generally follows the CSX railroad parallel
to I-95 between Washington, D.C. and Richmond, Va. This segment
will provide the critical link between the northeast rail corridor
and the rest of the SEHSR corridor, enhancing connectivity between
Washington, D.C., Richmond, and beyond by providing faster and
more reliable rail service. Improving the current passenger rail
corridor, while supporting the preservation and growth of the existing
freight corridor, is integral to the successful long-term operation
of the Commonwealth’s multimodal transportation system.
This project will result in a Tier II Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) that will describe actions needed to expand the capacity of
the rail network and document whether those actions would affect
air quality, noise, water, open space, and several other aspects of
the man-made and natural environments. The EIS is intended to
help decision makers understand the benefits and risks of moving
forward with this project.
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Project Background

Project Area

The EIS is a document required by the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for all federal projects
that could significantly impact the environment. It
encourages communication and cooperation between
all who are involved in environmental decisions: government officials, private businesses, and the public.

The limits of the project area extend approximately
123 miles from Arlington, Va., where the Long Bridge
crosses the Potomac River into Washington, D.C.,
to Centralia, halfway between Richmond and
Petersburg, Va. Proposed improvements are along
CSX-owned track, generally parallel to the I-95
corridor.

For high-speed rail corridors, FRA typically conducts
two tiers of review. The first tier (Tier I EIS), which was
completed in 2002, evaluated the environmental and
socio-economic issues of a passenger rail corridor
between Washington, D.C. and Charlotte, N.C. at a
high level but did not identify the exact footprint of
the passenger rail route. While the Tier I EIS established the general corridor for improved service, the
actual route will be developed as part of the more
rigorous Tier II EIS process. Currently there are two
Tier II projects underway for the SEHSR corridor, the
Richmond, Va. to Raleigh, N.C. Tier II (anticipated to be
complete early in 2015) and this project, which is just
starting. The selection of the preferred route improvements and the formal federal approval (called a Record
of Decision or ROD), will signal the approval for final
design and construction to begin.
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What came out of the SEHSR Tier I EIS?
The Tier I EIS recommended that the
Tier II EIS projects should:

95

VIRGINIA

• Use an incremental development approach.
• Minimize impacts by using existing rail infrastructure,
corridor, and railroad right-of-way.
• Reduce expected initial capital investment.
• Generate benefits of higher speeds in achievable
timeframes.
• Add new higher speed intercity round trips to the
corridor.

Centralia

Scoping Phase Handout – Fall 2014

Public Input – A Key Component
During the EIS process, stakeholder and public input
are critical to providing important insight to DRPT and
FRA as they refine which alternative improvements
are the best for a given locality and corridor as a whole.
Public input will be integrated into the technical
evaluation process to ensure their input is considered
before decisions are made.
The information and materials here and online at
www.DC2RVArail.com are designed to educate you
about the project process so that you will be able to
offer relevant input throughout the effort.

Scoping Phase – We Need Your Input
to Shape the Plan
We are currently in the Scoping Phase of the Project.
During this phase, the team wants your input to help
shape the following:
• Development
of the Purpose
and Need for
higher speed
passenger rail
• Identification
of the scope of
environmental
issues to be
addressed

Project Purpose and Need –
Why Improved Passenger Rail?
Why do we need this project? Do these statements
capture Virginia’s current and future transportation
needs?
• Prepare for population growth.
• Account for the increase in intercity travel demand.
• Offer more transportation options as travel delays
increase because of growing congestion on Virginia’s
highways and at airports.
• Help mitigate the negative effects this congestion
will have on the economy, quality of life, and air
quality in the Commonwealth.
• Support economic development.
• Support emergency transportation plans.
• Improve safety and energy effectiveness.

Environmental Issues Screening
The team will evaluate potential improvements against
a number of environmental categories.
Are you aware of any environmental issues to add?
• Air Quality
• Water Quality
• Historic Properties
• Parks, Recreation Areas,
and Open Space
• Noise and Vibration

• Wetlands and Streams
• Social and Economic
Impacts
• Threatened and
Endangered Species

Key Milestones - Tier II Full Steam Ahead:
Scoping (2014)
Meetings to introduce
the program and identify
issues to be addressed in
the scope of work. Early
input helps narrow the
range of alternatives
considered in the Draft EIS.

Draft EIS (2016)
Summarizes potential impacts
and benefits of the proposed
alternative(s). The document
is made available for public
review and a public hearing
is held.

Final EIS (2017)
After considering public
and agency input and
the alternatives analysis/
screening results, a recommended alternative is
published in the Final EIS.

Record of Decision (2017)
The FRA issues a Record
of Decision stating its
final decision on the
recommended alternative.
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Send Comments and Input by
December 5
Formal public comments must be submitted by
December 5, 2014, to be included in the official public
record for the scoping phase of the project. General
comments and questions may be submitted at any
time. You can:
• Participate in a self-guided online meeting:
www.DC2RVArail.com
• Read materials online and send your comments and
questions electronically from the project website.
• Mail comments to: Emily Stock, Manager of Rail
Planning, DRPT, 600 E. Main St., Suite 2102,
Richmond, VA 23219.
While your questions and comments may not be
responded to individually, the Draft EIS will include a
summary of Scoping Phase comments and responses
for your review.

DC2RVA at a Glance:
The project is designed to improve service between
Washington, D.C. and Richmond.
• Northern Terminus – Long Bridge (Potomac River)
in Arlington, Va.
• Southern Terminus – Centralia in Chesterfield, Va.
• Approximately 123-mile segment generally
parallel to the I-95 corridor
• Shared freight rail and passenger rail corridor
• Amtrak provides intercity passenger rail service
• Virginia Railway Express (VRE) provides commuter
rail service
• Along CSX’s Richmond, Fredericksburg, and
Potomac Subdivision

Many Ways to Stay On Track
There will be several more meetings like this one
during key project milestones at various locations
along the corridor. Online meetings also will be offered
to complement each set of in-person meetings.
Learn more, stay informed, and keep in contact:
• Visit our website at: www.DC2RVArail.com

En Espanol?
Si usted necesita servicios de traducción para poder
participar, por favor envíe un email a:
espanol@DC2RVArail.com

• Facebook: DC2RVArail

DRPT Mission:

• Twitter: @DC2RVArail

The Department of Rail and Public Transportation’s mission is
to improve the mobility of people and goods while expanding
transportation choices in the Commonwealth through rail,
public transportation, and commuter services.

• Email: info@DC2RVArail.com
• Sign up on the website to receive email updates.
• Submit an online question or comment at any time.
• Attend a public meeting in person or online.
• Call us toll-free at: 888-832-0900 or TDD 711

DRPT is committed to ensuring that no person is excluded
from participation in or denied the benefits of its services on
the basis of race, color or national origin, as protected by Title
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. For additional information
on DRPT’s nondiscrimination policies and procedures or to file
a complaint, please contact the Title VI Compliance Officer,
Linda Balderson, (804) 786-4440, 600 E. Main Street, Suite 2102,
Richmond, VA 23219.

