Ashland/Hanover County

Contact Info
Submit comments online:
www.DC2RVArail.com

The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT) and the
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) are working to improve passenger rail
service between Washington, D.C. and Richmond, VA. We are in the process
of evaluating potential environmental impacts and benefits that may occur if
changes are made to CSX’s RF&P rail line, which runs generally parallel to I-95.

Project information line:
888-832-0900, TDD 711

This project will provide the critical link between Amtrak’s Northeast Corridor
and the Southeast High Speed Rail corridor, enhancing connectivity between
Washington, D.C., Richmond, and beyond by providing faster and more reliable
rail service.
This project will be evaluated in a Tier II Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
that will describe actions needed to expand the capacity of the rail network
and document whether those actions would affect the man-made and natural
environments. The EIS is intended to help decision makers understand the
benefits and impacts of the project alternatives.

Email comments:
info@DC2RVArail.com

Mail comments:
DC2RVA Project Office
801 E. Main St, Suite 1000
Richmond, VA 23219

DC2RVA at a Glance:
•
•
•
•

Northern Terminus – Arlington, VA
Southern Terminus – Centralia in Chesterfield County, VA
Approximately 123-mile segment generally parallel to the I-95 corridor
Shared freight rail and passenger rail corridor
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Ashland/Hanover County

The EIS Process
We are evaluating a range of
alternatives in the Draft EIS. A
recommendation for a Preferred
Alternative will be included as
part of the EIS.
You can review mapping of
the potential alternatives at
www.DC2RVArail.com under the
About the Project tab.

DC2RVA options being
carried forward:
•
•
•

•

Third main-line track through the
Town of Ashland
A western bypass through Hanover
County
A minor improvements option
• Would not add additional track
through town
• Includes improvements to
crossings, signals, safety systems,
and platforms
• Design depends on results of
further operations analysis
No build

Frequently Asked Questions
Will roads be closed? Will there be
safety improvements?

How fast would trains go through
Ashland?

The project will make recommendations
to improve crossing safety, including
new grade separations and some road
closures, in the Draft EIS, anticipated for
late 2016.

Passenger and freight trains currently
enter Ashland at restricted speeds of
35 mph from 7 am to 7 pm every day
except Friday, when speed is restricted
from 7 am to 10 pm. At other times, the
allowable train speed is 45 mph. The
project is not contemplating a change to
these speeds through Ashland.

Will properties be acquired as part of
this process? When?
Wherever possible, the project will be
designed to stay within the existing
right-of-way. However, some additional
right-of-way may be required. Property
acquisition would not occur until the
project is approved and funds are
available for construction.

